
Order of Service for 30th June 2024 
Patronal Festival (St Peter), United Benefice Service 
 

Hymn – Ye watchers and ye holy ones 
 
Ye watchers and ye holy ones, 
bright seraphs, cherubim, and thrones, 

raise the glad strain, Alleluia! 
Cry out, dominions, princedoms, powers, 
virtues, archangels, angels' choirs: 
 

Refrain: 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

O higher than the cherubim, 
more glorious than the seraphim, 
lead their praises, Alleluia! 

Thou bearer of th' eternal Word, 
most gracious, magnify the Lord: [Refrain] 

 
Respond, ye souls in endless rest, 

ye patriarchs and prophets blest, 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Ye holy twelve, ye martyrs strong, 
all saints triumphant, raise the song: [Refrain] 

 
O friends, in gladness let us sing, 
supernal anthems echoing, 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 

To God the Father, God the Son, 
and God the Spirit, Three in One: [Refrain] 
 



 
In the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 

All   Amen. 
 
Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you 

All   and also with you. 
 
Welcome  

 
Invitation to Confession 

 
Jesus said to his apostles, 

‘You are my friends if you obey my commands.’ 
Let us now confess our disobedience to him. 
 
Lord Jesus, in your love you invite us to be your friends: 

Lord, have mercy. 
All   Lord, have mercy. 

 
Lord Jesus, in your joy you choose us to go out and bear fruit: 

Christ, have mercy. 
All   Christ, have mercy. 
 
Lord Jesus, in your power you send us to be your faithful witnesses: 

Lord, have mercy. 
All   Lord, have mercy. 
 

 

Almighty God, 
who forgives all who truly repent, 
have mercy upon us, 



pardon and deliver us from all our sins, 
confirm and strengthen us in all goodness, 
and keep us in life eternal; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All   Amen. 
 
 
Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to God in the highest 

 
Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to his people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 

we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 

 
Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to God in the highest 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 

have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 

receive our prayer. 

 
Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to God in the highest 
 

For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 

with the Holy Spirit, 

in the glory of God the Father. 
 
Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to God in the highest 



 
 
Almighty God, 
who inspired your apostle Saint Peter 

to confess Jesus as Christ and Son of the living God: 
build up your Church upon this rock, 
that in unity and peace it may proclaim one truth 
and follow one Lord, your Son our Saviour Christ, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 

All   Amen. 
 

 
The first reading is from the book of the prophet Ezekiel (Ezekiel 
3.22-end) 

Then the hand of the Lord was upon me there; and he said to me, 
Rise up, go out into the valley, and there I will speak with you. So I 
rose up and went out into the valley; and the glory of the Lord stood 
there, like the glory that I had seen by the river Chebar; and I fell on 
my face. The spirit entered into me, and set me on my feet; and he 
spoke with me and said to me: Go, shut yourself inside your house. As 
for you, mortal, cords shall be placed on you, and you shall be bound 
with them, so that you cannot go out among the people; and I will 
make your tongue cling to the roof of your mouth, so that you shall 
be speechless and unable to reprove them; for they are a rebellious 
house. But when I speak with you, I will open your mouth, and you 
shall say to them, ‘Thus says the Lord God’; let those who will hear, 
hear; and let those who refuse to hear, refuse; for they are a 
rebellious house. 
 

For the word of the Lord                                                                                             
Thanks be to God  



 

The second reading is from the Acts of the Apostles (Acts 12.1-11) 

About that time King Herod laid violent hands upon some who 
belonged to the church. He had James, the brother of John, killed with 
the sword. After he saw that it pleased the Jews, he proceeded to 
arrest Peter also. (This was during the festival of Unleavened 
Bread.) When he had seized him, he put him in prison and handed him 
over to four squads of soldiers to guard him, intending to bring him out 
to the people after the Passover. While Peter was kept in prison, the 
church prayed fervently to God for him. 

The very night before Herod was going to bring him out, Peter, bound 
with two chains, was sleeping between two soldiers, while guards in 
front of the door were keeping watch over the prison. Suddenly an 
angel of the Lord appeared and a light shone in the cell. He tapped 
Peter on the side and woke him, saying, ‘Get up quickly.’ And the 
chains fell off his wrists. The angel said to him, ‘Fasten your belt and 
put on your sandals.’ He did so. Then he said to him, ‘Wrap your cloak 
around you and follow me.’ Peter went out and followed him; he did 
not realize that what was happening with the angel’s help was real; he 
thought he was seeing a vision. After they had passed the first and the 
second guard, they came before the iron gate leading into the city. It 
opened for them of its own accord, and they went outside and walked 
along a lane, when suddenly the angel left him. Then Peter came to 
himself and said, ‘Now I am sure that the Lord has sent his angel and 
rescued me from the hands of Herod and from all that the Jewish 
people were expecting.’ 

For the word of the Lord                                                                                          
Thanks be to God  

 



We sing the Alleluia 

Gospel Reading 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

Matthew 16.13-19 

 
Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked 
his disciples, ‘Who do people say that the Son of Man is?’ And they 

said, ‘Some say John the Baptist, but others Elijah, and still others 
Jeremiah or one of the prophets.’ He said to them, ‘But who do you say 

that I am?’ Simon Peter answered, ‘You are the Messiah, the Son of the 
living God.’ And Jesus answered him, ‘Blessed are you, Simon son of 

Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father 
in heaven. And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my 
church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it. I will give you 
the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth 

will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be 
loosed in heaven.’ 

 
This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon 

 
 
The Creed 
 
We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 



of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. 
Amen. 
 

 



Prayers of Intercession 

Lord, in your mercy 
hear our prayer. 

 
Merciful Father, 
accept these prayers 
for the sake of your Son, 

our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 

The Peace 

We are fellow-citizens with the saints and of the household of God, 
through Christ our Lord, who came and preached peace to those who 

were far off and those who were near. 
 
The peace of the Lord be always with you 
and also with you. 

 

Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 

 

 
Hymn – And can it be 
 
And can it be that I should gain 
an int'rest in the Saviour's blood? 
Died he for me, who caused his pain? 
For me, who him to death pursued? 
Amazing love! How can it be 
that thou, my God, 
shouldst die for me? 
Amazing love! How can it be 
that thou, my God, 



shouldst die for me? 
 
'Tis myst'ry all! th'Immortal dies: 
who can explore his strange design? 
In vain the first-born seraph tries 
to sound the depths of love divine! 
"Tis mercy all! Let earth adore, 
let angel minds inquire no more. 
"Tis mercy all! Let earth adore, 
let angel minds inquire no more. 
 
He left his Father’s throne above 
so free, so infinite his grace; 
emptied himself of all but love, 
and bled for Adam's helpless race; 
'tis mercy all, immense and free; 
for, O my God, it found out me. 
'tis mercy all, immense and free; 
for, O my God, it found out me. 
 
Long my imprisoned spirit lay 
fast bound in sin and nature's night; 
thine eye diffused a quick’ning ray, 
I woke, the dungeon flamed with light; 
my chains fell off, my heart was free; 
I rose, went forth, and followed thee. 
my chains fell off, my heart was free; 
I rose, went forth, and followed thee. 
 
No condemnation now I dread; 
Jesus, and all in him, is mine! 
Alive in him, my living Head, 
and clothed in righteousness divine, 
bold I approach the eternal throne, 
and claim the crown, through Christ my own. 



bold I approach the eternal throne, 
and claim the crown, through Christ my own. 
 

Preparation of the Table 

Father, accept all we bring before you this day. 
Guide us with your love and feed us at your table 
as you nourish the faith of the Church 
by the preaching of your apostle Peter. 
We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
All   Amen. 

 

The Eucharistic Prayer 

The Lord be with you 
and also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right and good 
that we should give you thanks, praise and glory, 
almighty and everlasting God, 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord. 
For after his resurrection 
he sent out his apostles and evangelists 
to preach the gospel to all nations 
and lead us in the way of truth. 
Himself the chief cornerstone, 
he founded his Church upon the apostles 
firmly to stand for ever 
as a sign of your holiness upon earth 



and a living witness to all 
of the way that leads to heaven. 
And so with angels and archangels, 
and with all the company of heaven, 
we lift our voices 
and join in their unending hymn of praise: 
  
All   Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest. 
 
We sit 
  
We praise and bless you, loving Father,  
through Jesus Christ, our Lord:  
and as we obey his command,  
send your Holy Spirit,  
that broken bread and wine outpoured  
may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son. 
 
On the night before he died  
he had supper with his friends  
and, taking bread, he praised you.   
He broke the bread, gave it to them and said:  
 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;  
do this in remembrance of me. 
  
When supper was ended he took the cup of wine.   
Again he praised you, gave it to them and said:  
 
Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant,  



which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.   
Do this as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
 
So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did,  
in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice  
made once for all upon the cross.   
Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation,  
we proclaim his death and resurrection until he comes in glory. 
 
Great is the mystery of faith: 
All    Christ has died: 
Christ is risen: 
Christ will come again. 
 
Lord of all life, help us to work together for that day when your 
kingdom comes, and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth. 
Look with favour on your people, gather us in your loving arms and 
bring us with Mary, the Mother of God, St Peter and all the saints to 
feast at your table in heaven. 
 
Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ,  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
all honour and glory are yours, O Loving Father,  
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 

Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 



as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 

the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 

Breaking of the Bread 

We break this bread 
to share in the body of Christ. 
Though we are many, we are one body, 

because we all share in one bread. 

 
Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
 
Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 

 
Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world, 
grant us peace. 
 
Draw near with faith. 

Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ 
which he gave for you, 
and his blood which he shed for you. 
Eat and drink 

in remembrance that he died for you, 
and feed on him in your hearts 
by faith with thanksgiving. 



 
We take Communion  
 
 

Prayer after Communion 
 
Lord God, the source of truth and love, 
keep us faithful to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, 

united in prayer and the breaking of bread, 
and one in joy and simplicity of heart, 
in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All   Amen. 
 

All   Almighty God, we thank you for feeding us 
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 

Through him we offer you our souls and bodies 
to be a living sacrifice. 
Send us out in the power of your Spirit 
to live and work to your praise and glory. 

Amen. 
 

 
The Blessing 

 

God, who has prepared for you a city with eternal foundations, 
bring you, with Peter and all the saints, 
to the eternal and triumphant joy of that city; 

and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. 

All   Amen. 

 
 
 



Hymn – The Church's one foundation 
 
The Church's one foundation 
is Jesus Christ, her Lord; 
she is his new creation, 
by water and the word; 
from heav'n he came and sought her 
to be his holy bride, 
with his own blood he bought her, 
and for her life he died. 
 
Elect from evry nation, 
yet one o'er all the earth, 
her charter of salvation, 
one Lord, one faith, one birth; 
one holy name she blesses, 
partakes one holy food, 
and to one hope she presses, 
with ev'ry grace endued. 
 
'Mid toil and tribulation, 
and tumult of her war, 
she waits the consummation 
of peace for evermore; 
till with the vision glorious 
her longing eyes are blest, 
and the great Church victorious 
shall be the Church at rest. 
 
Yet she on earth hath union 
with God the Three in One, 
and mystic sweet communion 
with those whose rest is won: 
O happy ones and holy! 
Lord, give us grace that we 



like them, the meek and lowly, 
on high may dwell with thee. 
 
 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
All   In the name of Christ. Amen.   
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